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spirit brought him home. Telemachus, I say, must not escape
us, but here and now we must think out some way of destroying
him. For I contend that while he lives we shall never bring this
business of ours to a satisfactory end. The man is clever and he
knows how to use his brains, while the people no longer look on
us with any favour at all. I suggest action, therefore, before he
can call a general Assembly. For mark my words, he wont be
slow to do so, and it will be an angry man who rises up to de-
nounce us and tell them all how we plotted his murder and then
missed him. They certainly won't applaud this recital of our
misdeeds. In fact they may take a strong line and send us into
banishment among the foreigners abroad. We must forestall
such a move and catch him either in the country well away from
town or on the road. We should then have his income and
estates, which we would divide fairly between us, while we
might let his mother and her new husband keep the house. But
if you disapprove of my proposal and would rather see him alive
and in possession of all his inheritance, I suggest that we no
longer forgather here to eat his excellent dinners, but that each
of us court the Queen and make his bridal offers from his own
house. She could then marry the man who bid highest and was
picked out by fate to be her husband.'

A dead silence followed this speech. It was broken at last by
Amphinomus, son of King Nisus and grandson ofAretias, the
master-spirit among the Suitors from the corn and grass lands
ofDulichium. He was a man of intelligence, whose behaviour
had singled him out for Penelope's special approval; and the
advice he now gave showed that he had their best interests at
heart.

(My friends,9 he said, 'you must not regard me as ready to put
Telemachus to death, it is a dreadful thing to spill the blood of
princes. Before all else, let us learn the gods' will. If the oracles of
almighty Zeus approve the deed, I shall not only second you all,
I will be his executioner myself. But if the gods say no to it I
advise you to hold your hands.'

Amphinomus carried the day and the meeting adjourned